
Tobacco, Alcohol & Substances Policy 2018 

Counterslip Baptist Church recognises its responsibility to care for and protect those that work for, serve, and make use of its premises 
and activities. With this in mind the church has the following policy in place with regard to the use of tobacco, alcohol and illegal substanc-
es on its premises. 

Policy Statement 

Procedures 

Tobacco 
In current law anyone aged 18+ can legally buy tobacco, however the police can confiscate any tobacco found on 
any minor (under the age of 16) found smoking in a public place. It is also illegal to smoke in a building that is used 
by the public. Vaping is not currently banned by UK law, however businesses/organisations are free to make their 
own policies regarding the use of vaping on their premises. As such Counterslip Baptist Church will consider vaping 
in the same context as smoking tobacco products and ban its use on their premises. 
 
Alcohol 
Although we do not have a strict no alcohol policy, as a church we have agreed not to allow the consumption of 
alcohol on the church premises. We recognise that alcohol cannot be confiscated under law, however we reserve 
the right to hold any such items in our care while a person is on our premises, and will return any items to said per-
son upon leaving the church premises. 
When working with young people should you become aware that a young person is drinking too much and feel the 
need to inform the parents, even though this may cause problems in your relationship with the young person, you 
need to be sure that you are doing all you can to promote their safety above and beyond anything else. 
Counterslip Baptist Church expects that its staff and volunteer team, when representing the church (whether work-
ing with minors, adults at risk or any member of the public), will abide by our policy of not working for the church 
in any capacity while under the influence of any amount of alcohol. It is our policy to ensure the safety and protec-
tion of all our team and those members of the public using our facilities by remaining above reproach at all times. 
Should you become aware of the possibility that any team member (paid or volunteer) maybe under the influence 
of alcohol while serving on team you should immediately inform your group leader who will decide the appropriate 
course of action and then inform the trustees of the situation. 
 
Solvents & Illegal Substances  
It is not illegal for a person of any age to abuse solvents however if you become aware of a problem you need to 
encourage them to seek professional help from their GP or counsellor. It is a criminal offence however to allow any 
young person in the care of the church organisation to produce, possess, use or supply illegal drugs. Counterslip 
Baptist Church also applies this policy to these substances with a person of any age while attending any church led 
activity. Should you become aware of a situation involving illegal substances the following apply: 

1. Ask the person to stop 

2. Inform the parents/carers if the person is under 16 

3. Inform the parents/carers if the person is over 16, but you need their permission to do this. 

4. Discuss with the person a course of action, and what will happen if they re-offend e.g. contact the police. 

5. Write down the content of any discussion with the person, and keep this in a secure place (with your group 
leader or the designated safeguarding person). 
 
Safeguarding 
Under our safeguarding policy you are required to follow its procedures for any action that may cause harm or be 
considered abuse to a person, even if that abuse is being caused to the person by themselves. It is a breach of our 
policy, and considered neglect (which is a form of abuse), if you fail to act when someone is at risk of harm. This 
can apply in cases regarding the use of alcohol, solvents and illegal substances. It is also considered an unaccepta-
ble activity if a member of our team (paid or volunteer) is under the influence of alcohol, solvents or illegal sub-
stances as this may place another person, as well as themselves, at risk. Please refer to the safeguarding policy for 
more information. 



Andrea Laity Available Monday - Friday 9am - 12pm 

tel: 01275 833377 email: office@counterslip.org 

Matthew Caddick 

tel: 07710 434738 email: matt.caddick@live.co.uk 

Designated Persons for Safeguarding 

Ian Sinclair - 07851 751068       Mark Godbeer - 07542 203661       Matt Caddick - 07710 434738 

Paul Hilder - 07803 011033       David Self - 07527 198080                Val Hills - 07881 986307 

Glenys Lewis - 07947 602188   David Redshaw -          Pearl Ellis -  

Trustees 


