
Counterslip Post Lockdown Plan 

 
The following plan has been put together to address how we might begin to gather again as church 
following the lifting of the government lockdown, while assuming that in all likelihood the restriction 
of social distancing will still be in place. This plan is not fixed in stone and may need to be adapted as 
things unfold. However, this plan has been put together taking into account the longing to meet 
together and worship together again, while also needing to be mindful of people’s safety and 
government policies around tackling the coronavirus. Following these guidelines is ultimately about 
choosing to love and serve one another. 
 
Step One: 
• Before we can use the building again, we need to be mindful that the space has been used by 

many members of the public accessing foodbank and we should therefore look to carry out a 
deep clean of the space. 
  

• The Foodbank will be relocated to the hall, using the meeting room as a food store during the 
time that social distancing is still in place. The need for foodbank in the wider community will 
remain high following the lockdown with people’s lives having been massively affected. 
Moving foodbank to the hall allows a more permanent space which will not be being used and 
so allows foodbank to remain set up and carry on the work it is doing without needing to pack 
down every week for Sunday services. 
 

• Due to social distancing the following groups and activities will not be able to run: Toddlers, 
new horizons, Ark, youth club, Boys Brigade, Rainbows & Brownies 

 
Step Two: Sunday Gatherings  

 
Numbers of people and services: 

• The number of people able to attend a Sunday worship service would have to be capped. This 
figure would depend on how many people we are able to fit into the building with chairs 
spaced out at a 2m distance. (Current estimation of somewhere between 30-50). 
Because of this how we conduct our services will look different during the period of social 
distancing: 

• Services would be 1 hour long, consisting of opening and closing worship times and a preach. 
All notices will continue to be shared with the church via the midweek online update and 
email. 

• We would hold approximately 3 services (depending on numbers able to attend each service). 
The services would start at: 9:30, 11:00, 16:30, 18:00. The half an hour in between services will 
allow 15 mins to leave and 15 mins for the next gathering to enter. 

• No tea and coffee served 
• Facemasks/cloth covering may be advisable, but optional, depending on government advice at 

the time. 
• Worship team: We would have one person leading on stage (guitar/keys), with the possibility 

of a drummer in the booth, and maybe one more instrument in the space between depending 
on distancing. But we would not look to have a full band. 

• Communion: Pre-cut bread, and juice in cups, will be placed under people’s chairs prior to the 
start of services for them to choose to take during the service or not. This will be prepared by 
someone wearing gloves and a mask. Cups will be sterilised and properly cleaned before and 
after use. 

• Ministry team: Prayer will be available for people over the phone, post service 



• No offering bags will be passed around, but box on wall or by door for people to place 
offerings in 

• We would look to broadcast the 11:00 service live on the internet 
• People would be required to sign up for a service. This would be the service they would attend 

each week while social distancing is in place. 
We don’t want to be turning people away at the door or creating a crowd gathered outside. 
Having sign up each week would be a logistical nightmare. So, people would be asked to 
choose one service and keep to it for the time being. 
 
Entering and exiting services: 

• There would be no welcome team, but we would have one steward to direct people to chairs 
and to oversee social distancing rules. 

• There would be clear markings on the floor outside the church, from door number 2 along the 
side of the building headed back up towards the carpark, so that people are socially distanced 
while queuing to enter the service. 

• People would enter the service via the wheelchair door only. All other entrances will remain 
closed. 

• Upon entering the worship area people will be required to fill the chairs from the baptistry end 
first, filling back towards the entrance end, so that no one is required to pass anyone within 
their 2m space. 

• When the service ends those sitting nearest the coffee bar would leave first, exiting through 
the doorway by the coffee bar. This route allows access to the ramp for those who need it but 
stops cross over of those leaving one service and those arriving for the next. 
A path way will be marked on the carpark showing the route back to peoples cars, while 
avoiding close contact with those queueing to come in for the next service, should they need 
to walk that way. 
  
Other considerations: 

• Baptisms: The person would either “dunk” themselves under at the right time or baptism 
could be done with someone from the same household physically baptising them while the 
words would still be spoken by the pastor. 

• Toilets would operate a one in, one out system. They would also only be useable on entrance 
to the service due to not being able to pass people once seated.  

• Wipe down in between services would be required: chairs, door handles, toilets 
• We would possibly seek to see if Lydia’s hours could be changed so she is available on Sundays 
• Sunday Children's and Youth ministry: 

Youth lounge is simply not big enough to run Fusion with social distancing in place. 
- Fusion could happen online over Zoom, or remain as the fusion video that currently is posted 
online. 
- Ark: Not possible to run with social distancing. Ark would continue with online video. 
We would look at placing a locked page on the website (password protected) so videos can 
include children without them being visible to the general public if this is something the Ark 
team feel would be good. 

• There will be no creche available. 
• During the led up to the lifting of lock down our online services and midweek updates will 

contain information about church post lockdown so that people have had time to understand 
how the new system will work. 

• We will also show a “Socially Distanced Church” video on loop while people are entering the 
service so that everyone understands the protocol and are able to follow the social distancing 
requirements.  


